BACK TO THE LAND is an effort to rejuvenate and revital-
ize a plot of old farmland on the northern edge of Killaloe,
Ontario. The site contains an ecologically significant wet-
land, with a creek running through the middle of the site.
The former owners, William and Amelia Hoch, used the
site as a community garden, and held the Killaloe Farmer’s
market on the site. Killaloe was one of the main destina-
tions during the 1980’s Back to the Land movement. This
movement saw people from all over flock to rural commu-
nities in search of a simpler lite. This movement resulted
in several artisan’s, including globally acclaimed glassblow-
ers, to set down their roots in Killaloe.

The Covid-19 pandemic has hit small communities hard-
er than urban centers. Unemployment, food scarcity and
decreased supply of household essentials are more prev-
alent. BACK TO THE LAND aims to combat these effects
by providing opportunities for the community to generate
revenue. A community vegetable garden, space for a farm-
er’s market, as well as an outdoor classroom and studio
space provide opportunities for the community to combat
food scarcity and generate revenue by selling vegetables,
and teaching classes. The space also caters to the nearby
public school, by providing an exciting outdoor play area,
where children can play outdoors, and learn about the
natural world.

BACK TO THE LAND aims to capture the spirit of what
makes Killaloe special, the people who live there, and the
stories they have to tell.
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SITE CONTEXT

Killaloe is located in Renfrew County, Ontario, 2 hours northwest of Ottawa. The town is a gateway to
Ontario’s well-known Algonquin Park and has a long history of interaction with the surrounding natural
environment. The area was formerly the site of the Hoch Farmhouse Museum, and Amelia Hoch Com-
munity Garden. The site has seen use as a marketplace; catering to local artisans, farmers, and families
as a gathering point for local events. Killaloe was at the forefront of the “Back to the Land” movement in
the 1980’s. This movement saw artists and artisans flocking to Killaloe seeking a simpler life.

PROJECT GOALS

DESIGN A COVID-SAFE SPACE WHERE THE COMMUNITY CAN SAFELY ENJOY THE OUTDOORS
CREATE AN ECOLOGICALLY RESPONSIBLE SPACE FOR THE COMMUNITY TO LEARN, PLAY, AND
GROW

CREATE PROGRAMS THAT CAN HELP THE COMMUNITY GENERATE REVENUE

CREATE A BOARDWALK AND TRAIL SYSTEM USING LOCALLY AVAILABLE MATERIALS

CREATE A SPACE FOR KILLALOE’S ARTISTS AND ARTISANS TO SHOWCASE THEIR WORK AND
PROCESS
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PROJECT THEMES

Fducation

Hoch Eco Park’s proximity to Killaloe Public
School makes it the perfect place to teach
the children of Killaloe about the land around
them. Getting children excited about the nat-
ural world will promote stewardship qualities
that will make the world better for all.

Ecology

Cole’s Creek runs through Hoch Eco Park as
part of an ecologically significant wetland that
spans the site. Limiting disturbances and ed-
ucating the public about the importance of
these fragile ecosystems will be one of the
goals of Hoch Eco Park.

Artists Old and Young

Killaloe is home to a number of world class
glass blowers, musicians, and knitters. Giving
them a place to showcase their skills, to their
community and to others, will help draw peo-
ple to Hoch Eco Park. The space could be a
source of income for the community, as well as
a place to play and learn.

The Great Outdoors

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the outdoors
has become a refuge for many. But it can be so
much more. The outdoors can be a classroom,
a place to work, a place to grow food and culti-
vate knowledge.

WHO IS THE SPACE FOR?

Tourists

Succession

Succession is the process of
change in the dominant spe-
cies of an ecosystem. Oaks
replace Birches, much like our
children replace us and take
on the world.

Barriers

Man-made structures act as
barriers to ecological systems,
effectively reducing habitat

for native plants and animals.
Covid-19 has acted as a barrier
to normal life; a barrier which
outdoor spaces can help over-
come.

Back to the Land

The spirit of the Back to the Land
movement is alive and well. Killal-
oe could attract visitors seeking a
simpler life. Hoch Eco Park could
showcase this lifestyle with mar-
kets and learning opportunities.

Community

Community is what makes Killaloe

special. Hoch Eco Park could be a
place where the community can
come together safely to flourish.

Salamander

Blue Flag Iris

Tamarack
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DESIGN OUTCOMES

A MULTITUDE OF PATHS AND OPEN SPACES FOR PEOPLE TO SAFELY ENJOY WHILE SO-
CIAL DISTANCING

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS ALIKE WITH MINIMAL
ECOLOGICAL IMPACT

FARMER’S MARKET, COMMUNITY GARDEN, AND STUDIO CLASSES CAN GENERATE REV-
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